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Abstract spatial variations in long-term (e.g. Holocene) slip rates along faults are a source of uncer-
tainty in fault-based seismic hazard assessment (SHA), but their effect on seismicity rates and magnitude-
frequency distributions remains underexplored. We conduct numerical simulations of earthquake cycles on
the Parasano-Pescina normal fault in Central Italy, using multiple along-strike slip rate measurements, to in-
vestigate how spatial variations in slip rate influence slip modes, rupture extent, seismicity rates and magni-
tudes. We compared synthetic catalogs generated using different profiles with variable slip rates with those
based on a single measurement and estimated associated ground-shaking intensities. Profiles with variable
slip rate affect earthquake magnitude and recurrence by modulating stress accumulation. Highly variable
slip rate profiles lead to more complex rupture patterns, including partial ruptures and slow slip events, con-
tributing to variability in stress distribution in earthquake recurrence, magnitude-frequency distributions and
ground-shaking intensities. Simplified slip rate profiles based on a single measurement produce less realistic
seismic catalogues with earthquakes of characteristic magnitude and regular recurrence. This highlights the
need for detailed profiles to improve SHA, particularly for faults with relatively limited rate-and-state weaken-
ing behavior and sharp along-strike gradients in long-term slip rate.

Non-technical summary In assessing earthquake hazard, one major uncertainty is how tectonic
slip rates vary along faults and how this influences the earthquake timing and size. We developed computer-
based simulations of earthquakes on a fault in Italy to investigate how the spatial variations in slip rate affect
earthquake behaviour and ground shaking. Models based on a single slip rate measurements produced overly
simple earthquake patterns with regular timing and similar magnitudes. In contrast, models using spatially
variable slip rates generates more realistic patterns, with earthquakes of different sizes and irregular recur-
rence. Our results show that detailed slip rate information is needed for improving seismic hazard assess-
ments.
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1 Introduction

The use of geological fault data to define seismogenic
sources, including fault geometry and geologic slip rate,
isa common practice in probabilistic seismic hazard as-
sessment (Chartier et al., 2017; Field et al., 2014; Valen-
tini et al., 2017; Williams et al., 2023; Gémez-Novell
et al., 2020). One key input used in fault based SHA is
the long-term (>1e3 yr) slip rate (V,) which generally re-
flects the cumulative strain released by the fault across
multiple seismic cycles (Cowie et al., 2012). Long-
term slip rate is related to the earthquake potential of
a fault by calculating the geological moment accumula-
tion rate (Mg) (Brune, 1968).

M, = GAYV, (1)
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where G is the shear modulus and A the fault seismo-
genic area. This method assumes that all accumulated
geologic moment is released entirely by earthquakes,
and that the hazard posed by the fault is represented by
a single value of long-term slip rate. These assumptions
enable the calculation of earthquake rates for a seismic
catalog of a given moment magnitude (M) range and
fault area from long-term slip rates (Field et al., 1999).

Geological observations on faults often indicate
along-strike variations in displacement and slip rate
(Hergert and Heidbach, 2010; Roberts, 2007; Sieh, 1978;
Tapponnier et al., 2001). Isolated normal faults typically
display symmetrical triangular, elliptical or bell-shaped
profiles whereby displacement (and slip rate) increase
towards the center of the fault from near zero at the
fault tips (Cowie and Scholz, 1992; Kim and Sanderson,
2005; Manighetti et al., 2005; Manzocchi et al., 2006).
Deviations from a symmetrical profile may occur due to
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multiple factors, including: interactions with adjacent
faults (Gupta and Scholz, 2000; Nicol et al., 1996; Pea-
cock and Sanderson, 1991), lateral variations in off-fault
damage (Cappa et al., 2014; Perrin et al., 2016), fault
bends along the strike (Faure Walker et al., 2009; Iezzi
et al., 2018) or downdip linkage with pre-existing struc-
tures (Nixon et al., 2014; Phillips et al., 2016). Within
active fault systems, detailed information on the spatial
variability of slip rate for individual faults remains lim-
ited due to incomplete geological and paleoseismolog-
ical records (Gerstenberger et al., 2020). Therefore, to
undertake SHA, it is common to either use a mean or
maximum slip rate value collected from the field, or to
fit a triangular slip profile through available data (e.g.,
Chartier et al., 2017; Valentini et al., 2017).

An increasing body of work has highlighted the im-
portance of slip rate spatial variability on earthquake
timing and magnitude (Cowie et al., 2012; Delogkos
et al., 2023; Faure Walker et al., 2009; Wang and Bar-
bot, 2024; Faure Walker et al., 2018; Perez-Silva et al.,
2022). Indeed, Faure Walker et al. (2018) demonstrated
that when undertaking fault-based SHA, the consider-
ation of lateral variations in long-term slip rate across
faults in the Italian Apennines can affect the calculated
recurrence rates and ground-shaking. However, fault-
based seismic hazard assessments use empirical rela-
tionships (Wells and Coppersmith, 1994; Field et al.,
1999) and therefore do not fully capture the physics gov-
erning fault slip during the earthquake cycle. Specifi-
cally, fault-based SHA neglects the possibility of aseis-
mic slip (i.e., slow slip events, 1e-6 — 1le-4 m/s), releasing
a portion of the accumulated geologic moment, and in-
fluencing the timing, rupture extent and size of future
earthquakes (e.g., Mildon et al., 2024). Aseismic slip
can accommodate a significant fraction of the tectonic
strain, with estimates ranging from ~10% to 85% de-
pending on the fault and tectonic setting (Avouac, 2015).

Physics-based SHA, based on earthquake cycle simu-
lations, may serve as a complement to fault-based SHA
(Milner et al., 2021; Niroula et al., 2025; Rafiei et al.,
2022; Shaw et al., 2018; Herrero-Barbero et al., 2023) and
can be used to explore how spatially-variable slip rate
profiles influence earthquake behavior. Physics-based
SHA incorporates the physical processes of earthquake
rupture and laboratory-based constraints on the fric-
tional resistance of the fault to generate synthetic seis-
mic catalogs. Earthquake cycle simulators offer several
advantages over fault-based SHA. First, they can sim-
ulate multiple seismic cycles (>10), addressing the in-
complete earthquake record available from geological
and geophysical data. Second, they enable controlled
numerical experiments by adjusting model input pa-
rameters, including long-term slip rate (Delogkos et al.,
2023). Seismicity rates and magnitude-frequency distri-
butions (MFDs) extracted from synthetic catalogs can
be combined with empirical ground motion prediction
equations to estimate earthquake hazard. Similar to
fault-based SHA, these simulations often either assume
a single value of long-term slip rate or make use of a hy-
brid loading approach that retains a constant slip rate
while tapering stress near fault edges to smooth stress
concentrations (Milner et al., 2021; Shaw, 2019); thus,
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the effect of variable slip distributions in synthetic seis-
mic catalogs from physics-based SHA remains unclear.

In this study, we aim to investigate how spatially vari-
able long-term (Holocene) slip rates measured in the
field influence earthquake cycle characteristics (includ-
ing recurrence times, magnitude-frequency distribu-
tion, slip behavior and rupture extent) and associated
seismic hazard. First, we numerically simulated earth-
quake cycles on a 2D normal fault embedded in a 3D
elastic medium with the software QDYN (Luo et al.,
2017), based on the Parasano-Pescina fault in the Ital-
ian Central Apennines (Figure 1). This seismically ac-
tive region provides well-documented Holocene (15 + 3
ka) spatially-variable throw rates and derived slip rates
(Faure Walker et al., 2021), making it an ideal exam-
ple to study the effects of spatially variable slip rate on
the earthquake cycle. Our tested scenarios range from
slip rate profiles considering the complete dataset to
simplified profiles often assumed in fault- and physics-
based SHA. Second, the resulting earthquake rates and
magnitude-frequency distribution from each scenario
were combined with empirical ground motion equa-
tions to estimate related ground-shaking for specific
sites (Bindi et al., 2011). By computing synthetic earth-
quake catalogues and associated hazards based on mod-
els with a rate-and-state friction framework (Dieterich,
1979; Marone, 1998; Ruina, 1983), we are able to capture
a broad range of slip modes and thus to analyze the ef-
fects on rupture dynamics in the seismicity rates and
magnitudes. We show that the choice of slip rate profile
and maximum value influences seismic sequences and
associated hazard calculations. This implies that the
geologic moment rate and the choice of a single long-
term slip rate value might be insufficient to characterize
the earthquake potential of faults, calling into question
some underlying assumptions in traditional fault- and
physics-based SHA.

2 Methods

2.1 Earthquake cycle modelling

We used the boundary-element method code QDYN
(Luo et al., 2017) to simulate earthquake cycles on a 2D
planar normal fault governed by rate-and-state friction
and embedded in a 3D elastic medium. The slip behav-
ior of a fault is controlled by the dependency of steady-
state friction on the slip velocity. Generally, velocity-
strengthening materials (VS), where friction increases
with increased velocity, display stable aseismic sliding;
whereas velocity-weakening regions (VW), where fric-
tion decreases with increasing slip rate, are condition-
ally stable and can produce earthquake nucleation and
rupture propagation (for details on the governing equa-
tions and frictional parameters, see Text S1 and Table
S1). The shear stress on a fault element relates to its fric-
tion coefficient ;1 and slip rate V' via the quasi-dynamic
equilibrium equation:

G
T+ Te — —V =0op (2)
2c
where 7y is the initial shear stress, 7. is the elastic shear
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Figure1l (a) Topography of the study areain the Central Apennines taken from Tinltaly (Tarquini et al., 2007, 2023) showing
surface main traces of active Holocene faults taken from the Fault2SHA database (Faure Walker et al., 2021) and location of
sites used for hazard calculations (black markers; see Methods section). (b) Surface and rectified traces of the Parasano-
Pescina fault with the sample locations and Holocene slip rates (Faure Walker et al., 2021). Note that Holocene slip rate is
considered to equal 0.001 mm/yr at the tip of the mapped surface trace to mimic the natural tapering of slip (Imagery data:

Google Earth, 2024 Airbus).

stress due to slip, o is the normal stress and £V is
the radiation damping term with ¢ being the seismic
S-wave velocity. QDYN utilizes the backslip approach,
in which fault elements exert stresses onto the other
elements that are proportional to their slip deficit rel-
ative to the long-term slip rate V, (Heimisson, 2020;
Savage, 1983). In this interpretation of backslip, faults
are approximately modelled as faults of finite size re-
motely loaded by tectonics stresses (Allam et al., 2019;
Dieterich and Smith, 2009). This method is able to ap-
proximately account for off-fault inelastic deformation,
which relaxes accumulated stresses due to increasing
slip, stresses that would otherwise continue to build in-
definitely. It achieves this while maintaining the target
fault long-term slip rate.

The elastic shear stress 7¢ on the i-th fault element
is the sum of shear stress contributions of all the sur-
rounding fault elements:

GRS ACTORAAY @)
J

where u; is the slip on the j-th element and £J; is the
stiffness matrix for shear stress, which represents the
stress on the i-th element produced by a unit of slip in
the j-th element. An equivalent relationship to eq. 3
exists for the normal stress. To accelerate the computa-
tions, the along-strike interactions are computed as spa-
tial convolutions in the spectral domain using the Fast
Fourier Transform, thus the fault geometry is a planar
surface of constant strike. To accommodate these geo-
metrical restrictions, we simplified the mapped surface
fault trace to a 7-km-long linear trace using the smooth-
ing Douglas-Peucker algorithm in QGIS (QGIS Develop-
ment Q.G.1.S.Development Team, 2009). The fault plane
was then created by extending the fault trace to depth
by taking the average fault dip measured in the field
(60.4°, Faure Walker et al., 2021), and meshing the sur-
face downdip to 15 km depth (Fig. 2a). This depth coin-
cides with the inferred brittle-ductile transition of faults
in the area, based on earthquake locations (Chiaraluce
et al., 2022) and heat flow measurements (Cowie et al.,
2013). The across-strike and down-dip grid sizes (Dx and
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Dw) were set to properly resolve the rupture nucleation
and propagation processes (Supplementary Text S1).

We considered a rectangular asperity of velocity
weakening properties, surrounded by a ~200 m wide
area of velocity strengthening material to prevent
strong stress concentration along the asperity rim due
to the backslip approach (Fig. 2a). The aspect ratio of
the asperity is within the range encountered for natural
examples of normal faults (Nicol et al., 1996). Our study
is focused on the effect of variable loading velocity in
the seismic sequence; thus, we do not impose any other
frictional heterogeneity on the asperity, but we expect
complexities in the seismic sequence to emerge solely
from the heterogeneous long-term slip velocity. Among
the uniform rate-and-state friction parameters, the cho-
sen (a-b) is consistent with laboratory experiments on
carbonate-rich gouges (e.g., Chen and Spiers, 2016) and
is characteristic of a fault with weak velocity-weakening
behavior (a/b ratio=0.5). To determine the robustness of
the results, we perform a sensitivity analysis with lower
a/b ratios (i.e. more velocity-weakening, Table S3), and
investigated their impact on earthquake magnitude and
recurrence distributions under the same loading condi-
tions.

To study the impact of spatial variability in slip rate
profiles, we created 16 model set-ups using realistic
interpolation strategies from field data. These gener-
ally involve line segments connecting or enveloping dis-
crete field slip rate data, by either assuming boxcar,
triangular or elliptical shapes (Manighetti et al., 2001;
Nicol et al., 1996). For all models, we assumed that the
slip rate at the end of the faultis 0.001 mm/yr, consistent
with geological observations at fault tips (Manighetti
et al., 2005; Nicol et al., 1996). A reference model (“all
data linear”) captures the measured spatial heterogene-
ity in long-term slip rate by performing a linear inter-
polation of all available slip rate measurements for the
Parasano-Pescina fault (Fig. 1a). We created alternative
slip rate profiles by either applying a spline interpola-
tion (“all data spline”), or by assuming degraded-data
profiles with a triangular, elliptical or boxcar shape:
“triangular max”, “triangular mean”, “triangular min”,
“triangular left”, “triangular right”, “boxcar max”, “box-
car mean”, “boxcar min”, “elliptical max”, “elliptical
mean” and “elliptical min” (Figs 3 and S1). These sce-
narios were designed to represent a broad spectrum of
potential values that could arise when the average slip
rate is derived from fewer measurements. The slip rate
profile for each model set-up was then projected onto
a planar fault geometry. In the absence of robust con-
straints about the slip rate distribution in depth, sur-
face slip rate values were extended uniformly downdip,
an approach also adopted by other modelling studies
in the region (e.g., Mildon et al., 2022; Wedmore et al.,
2017). However, based on single-event slip distribu-
tions and observed depth variations of seismicity rates,
it has been suggested that long-term slip rates vary with
depth, typically tapering near the surface and the base
of the seismogenic zone, with a maximum at intermedi-
ate depths (Delogkos et al., 2023; Finocchio et al., 2016;
Ragon et al., 2019; Scognamiglio et al., 2018). We then
tested two alternative scenarios, based on the “All-data”

4

and “Triangular max” profiles, by introducing downdip
variations in slip rate. In these models, slip rate peaks
at depth at twice the surface value, tapering upward to
match the field-based measurements and downward to
0.001 mm/yr at the base of the fault.

We ran the simulations for 100,000 years to ensure
enough seismic events were captured for the compar-
ison of catalogues between slip rate profiles, and so
that the initial spin up cycles (2,500 years) could be dis-
carded. A seismic event is defined as ongoing if at least
one fault element is slipping faster than 0.01 m/s.

We investigated how lateral variations in the magni-
tude of long-term slip velocity affect the periodicity of
the earthquake cycle on faults by looking at two metrics:
the distribution of recurrence time of all seismic events
(T;) and the coefficient of variation of these recurrence
times on the fault (CV, CV = ==t<). The latter de-
scribes the degree of aperiodicity of the distribution of
recurrence times: CV ~0indicates a periodic seismic cy-
cle; CV=1 indicates a random Poissonian distribution of
the recurrence times, and CV>1 indicates that the seis-
mic events are clustered (Boschi et al., 1995).

2.2 Seismic hazard calculations

We investigated the impact of varying long-term
slip rates on the seismic hazard associated with the
Parasano-Pescina fault by computing hazard curves,
which represent the annual probability of exceeding
a specific peak ground acceleration (PGA) at specific
sites. For each of the modelled slip rate configurations,
we used the earthquake rates and magnitude-frequency
distributions to estimate the probability of exceedance
(PoE) of different PGA levels. The nearby town of
Trasacco, located ~12km to the south-west of the
Parasano-Pescina fault (Fig. 1) was used as the ref-
erence site due to its proximity to the fault trace.
Additional calculations were done for the more distant
sites of Avezzano and Sulmona (Fig. 1a). We adopted
an empirical ground motion model (GMM) specifically
calibrated with strong-motion data from Italy (Bindi
etal., 2011) (see Supplementary Text S3).

3 Results

In the following section, we refer to supplementary
videos that can be found in a dedicated repository (Ro-
driguez Piceda, 2025), alongside other data and scripts
generated in this study. For brevity, we refer to this
repository as “RP25” in the relevant places below

3.1 Characteristics of earthquake cycles

The shape of the long-term slip rate profile was found
to cause variations in the synthetic earthquake cata-
logs (Fig. 3). Full-data models (“All data linear” and “All
data spline”) show the largest variations in the earth-
quake nucleation location, slip behavior, and rupture
length (Fig. 3a-b). The rupture extent is heterogeneous,
with the emergence of full and partial ruptures. Seis-
mic events are characterized by a phase of aseismic slip
in the regions of the first and second long-term slip
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Figure 2 (a) 3D visualization of the model set-up for the Parasano-Pescina fault. The lighter-colored area is velocity-
weakening, while the darker-colored area is velocity-strengthening. Ly and Ws are length and width of the fault, respectively.
L and W are length and width of the velocity-weakening region or asperity, respectively. (b) Depth profiles showing the dis-
tribution of frictional parameters a, b and normal stress (for details see Supplementary Text S1 and S2).

rate maxima. This is followed by a rupture nucleat-
ing towards the center of the fault, coinciding either
with the long-term slip rate maximum or second max-
imum. Ruptures grow first down-dip until saturating
the fault width and then bilaterally (Videos S1-S2, RP25).
The regions of slow long-term slip rate act as barriers
to the rupture propagation, slowing down the rupture
or even provoking its arrest. In the interseismic peri-
ods, slow slip events with slip rates of le-7 to le-6 m/s
are observed (Fig. 3a-b, Videos S1-S2, RP25). Unlike the
“All data -linear” model, the “All data - spline” model is
characterized by the generation of earthquake doublets,
with one seismic event nucleating in the middle of the
fault partially rupturing the fault, followed by a second
event nucleating towards the left side of the fault. The
second event ruptured the region that was not ruptured
during the initial event (Fig. 3b; Video S2, RP25). There-
fore, even when all datapoints are taken into consider-
ation, the interpolation methodology can influence the
resulting synthetic catalogue.

For the simplified long-term slip rate profiles, the
nucleation and propagation of events is less complex
than for the all-data models (Fig. 3c-e; S1; Videos S3-
S13, RP25). Events always nucleate in the region of
maximum slip rate and grow first bilaterally and then
downdip. Models with asymmetrical triangular profiles
alternate between full and partial ruptures (Fig. Sif-g;
Videos $9-S10, RP25), while only full ruptures are gen-
erated in the models with symmetric-triangular, boxcar
and elliptical profiles (Fig. Sla-d, g-h; Videos S3-S8, S11-
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S13, RP25).

Magnitude-frequency distributions differ between
models, with the “All data - linear” model generating the
widest range of My, from 4.5 to 6.2, and most events ex-
ceeding My, 5.75 (Fig. 4a). The “All data - spline” model
is associated with a bimodal distribution of events be-
tween 5.9 and 6.2, representative of the earthquake dou-
blets. In contrast, models with a simplified slip rate pro-
file show a characteristic My of 6.2, with only the model
“Triangular left” showing also seismic events with My
of 5.9.

More complex slip rate profiles produce larger vari-
ability of T,, and thus higher CV than simplified pro-
files (Fig. 4b). In the “All data linear” model, recurrence
times vary from ~0 yr to 3,500 yr with average of ~2,800
yr. A larger number of seismic events with T,~0 appears
in model “All data-spline” compared to “All data-linear”,
corresponding to the recurrence times between seismic
events of an earthquake doublet. Consequently, the CV
of the “All data-spline” model is higher than the CV of
the “All data-linear” model (0.65 vs 0.25), which corre-
spond with less and more periodic seismic cycles, re-
spectively. The models with simplified slip rate profiles
have a narrower range of T, in most cases a unique
value, which translates to a lower CV (~0 to 0.08), indica-
tive of a periodic cycle. For the same profile shape, T; in-
creases with decreasing slip rate. Smaller or larger long-
term slip rate magnitudes imply that the fault is loaded
more slowly or rapidly, respectively, resulting in longer
or shorter recurrence times (Fig. 4b).
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Figure3 Sliprate evolution of models “All data-linear”, “Triangular max”, “Boxcar max” and “Elliptical max”. Top subpanels:
Long-term slip rate profiles used in the simulation, based on the seven field slip rate measurements (blue symbols) along the
Parasano-Pescina fault (Faure Walker et al., 2021). In all the models, the long-term slip rate is tapered to 0.001 mm/yr at the
edges of the fault to mimic the natural tapering of slip. Bottom panels: Evolution of the slip rate along a horizontal profile
taken at a depth of 7.5 km (Fig. 2a) between 20,000 and 40,000 years. Note that, due to QDYN's adaptive time-stepping, in
the co-seismic period timesteps are smaller than in the inter-seismic period. (a) “all data linear” uses a linear interpolation
between all the data; (b) “all data spline” uses a monotonic cubic spline interpolation between all the data; (c) “triangular
max” uses the maximum value of slip rate and this decreases linearly from the maximum to 0.001 mm/yr at each tip; (d)
“boxcar max” uses only the maximum value of slip rate; (e) “elliptical max” uses a semielliptical interpolation between the
maximum value of slip rate and 0.001 mm/yr in the fault tips. Magenta stars show the nucleation location of events. The model
with detailed slip rate profile produces a wider range of rupture lengths and slip modes compared to simplified profiles.
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The sensitivity analysis of the effect of rate-and-state
frictional parameters on the seismic behavior yields
consistent patterns across all tested a/b ratios (Figs S3-
S7). In each set of models with different long-term
slip rate profiles, those with the “All-data” slip rate pro-
files show broader magnitude frequency distributions
and higher coefficients of variation in recurrence in-
tervals compared to the simplified slip rate profiles.
Among the simplified slip rate cases, triangular pro-
files most closely reproduce the behavior of the “All-
data” models. Notably, in models with lower a/b ratios
(i.e., more velocity-weakening) the differences in the
seismicity magnitude and recurrence decreases across
models with different slip rate profiles. In these mod-
els, the resulting magnitude-frequency and recurrence
distributions show less sensitivity to the imposed long-
term slip rate distributions, yielding more consistent
behaviors across slip rate scenarios compared to the ref-
erence model set (Fig. 4).

In simulations that include downdip variations in
long-term slip rate, earthquake magnitude and recur-
rence intervals show narrower variability compared to
their counterparts with uniform downdip slip rate dis-
tributions (Fig. S8). For the “All-data” case, magni-
tudes range between 6.1 and 6.2, while for the “Trian-
gular max” case, they range between 6 and 6.2. Recur-
rence intervals are also more regular in the downdip ta-
pered models, but their absolute values still differ from
those in models with more uniform slip rate distribu-
tions (e.g., the “boxcar” case).

3.2 Seismic hazard curves

Figure 5a shows the annual PoE for different PGA values
at the site Trasacco, while results for the sites Avezanno
and Sulmona are shown in Fig. S3. The PoE varies
across models (Fig. 5a). For a PGA of 0.25 g, simulations
using slip rate profiles centered around the minimum
datapoint (“Triangular min”, “Boxcar min”, and “Ellip-
tical min”) show a lower PoE (7e-5 - 1e-4) compared to
the “All data - linear” model (11e-4) due to their longer
predicted recurrence times. In contrast, models with
slip rate profiles centered around the maximum data-
point (“Triangular max”, “Boxcar max”, and “Elliptical
max”) produce a higher PoE (4 - 5.5e-4) for the same
PGA, which can be attributed to their shorter recur-
rence times compared to the ‘All data - linear” model.
When comparing models with the same central dat-
apoint but different slip rate profile shapes, PoE is the
lowest for the “Triangular” model, and is the highest
for the “Boxcar” and “Elliptical” model, reflecting pro-
gressively shorter recurrence times, though these dif-
ferences are minor. Among the simplified slip rate pro-
file models, “Triangular left”, “Triangular max”, and the
models centered in the mean most closely resemble the
reference model curve. Lastly, among models where
all datapoints are taken into consideration, the “All data
- spline” shows a higher PoE than the “All data - lin-
ear” model for PGAs smaller than 0.5, likely due to the
shorter recurrence times of the former, which shows
that the choice of interpolation method also influences
the predicted hazard. For the more distant sites of Avez-
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zano and Sulmona (Fig. S9), the comparison between
models remains consistent with that of Trasacco, al-
though the PoE values are lower due to the larger dis-
tance from the Parasano-Pescina fault.

4 Discussion

One key point of discussion is whether physics-based
SHA is more or less sensitive to the choice of slip rate
profile compared to fault-based SHA (e.g., Faure Walker
et al., 2018). In fault-based SHA, long-term slip rates
are typically used to derive earthquake rates (Chartier
et al., 2019; Pace et al., 2016; Tavakolizadeh et al., 2024,
Faure Walker et al., 2018). For instance, in the fault-
based SHA study by Faure Walker et al. (2018), slip rates
impact the calculation of recurrence times through
the “segment seismic moment conservation” criterion
(Field et al., 1999). On the other hand, the range
of possible magnitudes typically follows a truncated
Gutenberg-Richter distribution with maximum magni-
tudes derived from fault-length scaling relationships
(Wells and Coppersmith, 1994). Therefore, magnitude-
frequency distributions are not directly affected by the
choice of slip rate profile in fault-based assessments, as
it does for physics-based assessments.

According to the "segment seismic moment conser-
vation” criterion (Field et al., 1999), the entire accumu-
lated geologic moment, as determined by a long-term
slip rate, is released through earthquakes. This implies
that the mean recurrence time T mq. for full-rupture
events with a maximum possible magnitude M,y is in-
versely proportional to the geologic moment accumula-
tion rate M, determined by the long-term slip rate V,
(Pace et al., 2016):

101.5Mmax+9.1

Trimaz = M (4)

g

For faults with variable slip rate along-strike, the cal-
culation of M, can be generalized as:

My =G> LWV (5)

Where V,, is the slip rate data of the along-strike fault
segment with length L, and width W;. We compared the
mean recurrence times of full-rupture events (M,>6.1)
from our models with the mean recurrence times pre-
dicted by eqs 4 - 5, which assumes that all geological
moment is converted to seismic moment (Fig. 5b). The
modelled data show dispersion and does not align well
with the recurrence times predicted by eqs 1 and 5.
This large dispersion indicates that M, might not be suf-
ficient to characterize the expected recurrence times,
and that the spatial distribution of slip rate (i.e., the
shape of the curve) also plays an important role. While
a general decrease in Thsmq, With increasing moment
rate is observed, our models produce Th;mq. larger
than the Th/ymq, estimated by 5. This discrepancy sug-
gests that a significant portion of the tectonic strain
is being released through mechanisms other than full-
rupture events, such as partial ruptures, steady creep or
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episodes of aseismic slip. These factors ultimately af-
fect the timing of full-rupture events and suggests that
recurrence times, and by extension, seismic hazard es-
timates, derived from physics-based SHA are more sen-
sitive to the choice of slip rate profiles than those ob-
tained from fault-based SHA (i.e. based on eqs 4 -
5). Consequently, with earthquake simulators becom-
ing increasingly popular for SHA (Gerstenberger et al.,
2024; Niroula et al., 2025; Shaw et al., 2018; Milner et al.,
2021), it is important to evaluate the uncertainties asso-
ciated with selecting a long-term slip rate profile for a
fault, especially when multiple slip rate measurements
are available.

Our results show that spatially heterogeneous slip
rate profiles greatly affect the seismic cycle on faults,
including nucleation location, slip modes, earthquake
magnitude and recurrence times (Figs 3 - 5). Due to
the spatial variability in slip rate, the fault accumulates
stress at different rates, leading to a heterogenous stress
distribution across the fault surface at a given time.
Stress heterogeneities create conditions for the emer-
gence of partial ruptures and/or episodes of slow slip,
where the rupture is unable to propagate beyond areas
of slip rate minima. Partial ruptures add to the vari-
ability in the stress distribution, generating a feedback
effect which promotes partial ruptures and additional
episodes of slow slip. This ultimately affects earthquake
recurrence times and magnitude-frequency distribu-
tions. Consequently, synthetic earthquake catalogues
generated using spatially heterogeneous slip rate pro-
files are more likely to generate magnitude distributions
that resemble more closely a Gutenberg-Richter rela-
tionship rather than a characteristic earthquake scal-
ing. This result aligns closely with those of Delogkos
et al. (2023) with their model with along-strike and
down-dip variations in slip rates. Due to the less restric-
tive assumptions of our modelling approach, we also
find additional complexities in our simulations, such as
the emergence of aseismic slip transients.

The sensitivity analysis on frictional parameters
shows that more-velocity weakening faults, character-
ized by lower a/b ratios, produce earthquake sequences
that are less influenced by the choice of long-term slip
rate profiles. Although some differences persist, re-
currence intervals and magnitude-frequency distribu-
tions are more similar across slip rate scenarios. In
these models, rupture nucleation and propagation are
primarily controlled by the strength of the attractor of
the frictional limit cycle than to the spatial pattern of
loading (Barbot, 2019; Cattania, 2019). In other words,
when a/b is lower than 0.5, the system exhibits a more
stable limit cycle, and is less affected by external load-
ing heterogeneities.

The present study focuses on slip rate variability and
its impact on seismic hazard on a single fault. Faults,
however, do not appear in isolation but are embedded
within fault networks where stress interactions strongly
influence their slip behavior. Observations on relay
ramps, overlapping fault segments and stepovers indi-
cate that, as slip decreases on one fault, it commonly
increases on a nearby faults (Cartwright et al., 1995;
Manighetti et al., 2001; Peacock and Sanderson, 1991).
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This complementary pattern suggests that slip rate vari-
ability and its influence on seismic hazard may differ
depending on whether faults are considered individu-
ally or collectively as a system. Future work could test
the impact of spatially variable slip rates by comparing
isolated faults with fault networks.

In natural fault systems, it is challenging to accu-
rately measure two or three dimensional variations in
slip rate, often forcing SHA to rely on simplified slip
rate profiles (Shaw et al., 2018; Valentini et al., 2017,
Williams et al., 2023; Gomez-Novell et al., 2020; Herrero-
Barbero et al., 2023). Therefore, a relevant point for SHA
is to determine the necessary spatial resolution for slip
rate data needed to resolve along-strike profiles suffi-
ciently to ensure that further measurements do not im-
pact the inferred recurrence times, maximum My, and
associated hazard estimates. Our results show that mul-
tiple degraded-data profiles produce mean recurrence
times similar to those of the “All-data” profiles (e.g. “Tri-
angular max”, “triangular mean”, “Triangular left” and
“Elliptical mean”), albeit with less dispersion. Despite
this, some cases of degraded profiles tend to overesti-
mate the PGAs with respect to the “All-data” cases, while
some others tend to underestimate it. This is likely
caused by the differences in mean recurrence times.
From all the tested configurations, using a simplified
slip rate distribution with a “Triangular left”, “Triangu-
lar max” or a model centered in the mean appears to be
the closest approximation in terms of produced PGAs to
the “All-data” profile. The elliptical profile shape aligns
with observed slip distributions on earthquake ruptures
(Cappa et al., 2014). To assess whether this finding can
be applied to other faults, a similar approach should be
tested on other well-studied faults with ample slip rate
data.

In this study, we undertook a simplified SHA ap-
proach using a single simplified fault geometry and an
empirical GMM. To derive more extensive conclusions,
a full PSHA involving the use of multiple fault geome-
tries and GMMs and magnitude through a logic tree ap-
proach to evaluate epistemic uncertainties should be
undertaken (Faure Walker et al., 2019). However, it
is clear that uncertainties introduced by considering
degraded-data profiles would be larger for faults where
complex spatial variations of slip rate are expected, as is
the case for faults with multiple structures across strike
(Gupta and Scholz, 2000; Nicol et al., 1996; Peacock and
Sanderson, 1991), bends (Delogkos et al., 2020; Iezzi
et al., 2018), and off-fault deformation (Perrin et al.,
2016). In such cases, fault geometry itself can influ-
ence where and how slip accumulates over time (Al-
lam et al., 2019; Faure Walker et al., 2018). Although
geometric irregularities can produce spatial variability
in coseismic slip under uniform loading (Allam et al.,
2019), this does not necessarily imply equivalent vari-
ability in long-term slip rate, which reflects the aver-
aged behavior over multiple cycles. Still, geometry and
long-term slip rate are not fully independent and should
ideally be considered together in SHA. Spatial slip rate
variability may also influence rupture directivity by pro-
moting preferential rupture directions, reinforcing the
need to incorporate directivity effects into GMMs when
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assessing these faults. Overall, it is expected that faults
that share some of these characteristics would require
a higher sampling resolution compared to those that do
not. Where this is not possible, SHA should incorporate
simulations across a range of geologically realistic pro-
files.

Models with downdip variations in long-term slip rate
tend to produce more regular earthquake recurrence
and characteristic magnitudes than those loaded with
uniform slip rate in depth. This is likely because the ta-
pering towards the surface and the bottom of the fault
reduces strong lateral gradients in slip rate at those
depths, thus lateral propagation is less likely to be ar-
rested, which ultimately promotes full ruptures with
characteristic magnitudes. In these models, events also
tend to nucleate at intermediate depths (e.g. Videos
S14-S15, RP25), where the prescribed long-term slip
rate peaks, which aligns with observations from single-
event slip distributions and depth-dependent seismic-
ity rates (Delogkos et al., 2023; Finocchio et al., 2016;
Ragon et al., 2019; Scognamiglio et al., 2018). However,
it is worth noting that models with uniform downdip
loading but variable along-strike loading can also show
depth-variable nucleation, with events nucleating at in-
termediate depths (e.g. Videos S14-S15, RP25). This sug-
gests that a variable downdip slip rate is not strictly nec-
essary to reproduce the observed downdip patterns of
seismicity and slip.

Overall, our study and previous work demonstrates
that considering spatially heterogeneous slip rates in-
troduces larger variabilities in slip modes, seismicity
rates, magnitude frequency distributions than simpli-
fied fault slip rate profiles, thus impacting hazard cal-
culations. Therefore, we argue that detailed fault-slip
rate profiles are needed, especially when undertaking
physics-based assessments on faults with complex slip
geometries.
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